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POLICY STATEMENT 

1. Definitions 

For the purposes of this Policy and procedures a child, young person, pupil, or student is referred to as a 
‘child’ or a ‘pupil’ and they are normally under 18 years of age. 

Wherever the term ‘parent’ is used this includes any person with parental authority over the child 
concerned e.g., carers, legal guardians etc. 

Wherever the term ‘Headteacher’ is used this also refers to any Manager with the equivalent responsibility 
for children.   

 

2. Introduction 

In their document ‘Behaviour in Schools – Advice for Headteachers and school staff’, the Department for 
Education (DfE) have set out the legal powers and duties that govern behaviour and attendance in schools 
and explains how they apply to teachers, governing bodies, pupils, and parents.   

Legislation requires that every school must have a Behaviour Policy.  Good behaviour in schools is central to 
a good education.  Managing behaviour successfully allows us to provide a calm, safe and supportive 
environment which children and young people want to attend and where they can learn and thrive.  Being 
taught how to behave well and appropriately within the context they are in is vital for all pupils to succeed 
personally. 

Our aim is to create an environment where positive behaviours are more likely by proactively supporting 
pupils to behave appropriately.  Our pupils will be taught explicitly what good behaviour looks like although 
it is recognised that some pupils will need additional support to reach the expected standard of behaviour.  
Where this is required, we will identify individual support required and put this in place as soon as possible.  
In some cases, particularly when a pupil is persistently disruptive and support or sanctions are not deterring 
misbehaviour, further action may be needed.  In serious instances, a pupil may need to be suspended or 
excluded.  This will, however, be a last resort.  Where suspension or exclusion is deemed absolutely 
necessary, we will make reference to the DfE guidance on school Suspensions and Permanent Exclusions  
(updated August 2024) to ensure that these interventions are used appropriately. 

In the event of a national Public Health Emergency, there may be situations where additional measures 
need to be introduced to reduce the risk of ill health as a result of the emergency.  Where this is the case, 
the Governors may introduce an Addendum to this Policy and procedures in order to properly impose 
recommended control measures on the school community.  The school community will be advised by the 
school in advance and prior to additional recommended measures being imposed. 

Section 78 of the Education Act 2002 requires that the curriculum for a maintained school must promote 
the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC), mental, and physical development of pupils at the school 
and of society which, in turn, prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of later life.  The school pays regard to the DfE Departmental advice for maintained schools 
‘Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools’. 

The Governing Body of  a maintained school is responsible for setting general principles that inform the 
Behaviour Policy and procedures.  Governors must have a ‘Statement of Behaviour Principles’. (DfE – 
Statutory policies for schools and academy trusts).  Detailed guidance for Governors is available in 
Behaviour and discipline in schools: guidance for governing bodies.  In turn, the Headteacher must act in 
accordance with the Governors’ Statement of Behaviour Principles’ and have regard to any guidance 
provided by the Governors on promoting good behaviour in school. Headteachers are responsible for 
developing the Behaviour Policy and supporting procedures, based around the ‘Principles’ required by the 
Governing Body, and deciding the standard of behaviour expected of pupils at the school and how that 
standard will be achieved, the school rules, rewards for good behaviour and any disciplinary sanctions for 
breaking the rules.  

School leaders have a crucial role to play in making sure all staff understand the behavioural expectations 
and the importance of maintaining them. We will actively engage with pupils, parents and staff on setting 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1089687/Behaviour_in_Schools_guidance_July_2022.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusions-guide-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-fundamental-british-values-through-smsc
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-policies-for-schools-and-academy-trusts
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/463484/Behaviour_and_discipline_in_schools_guidance_for_governing_bodies.pdf
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and maintaining the behaviour culture and an environment where everyone feels safe and supported.  Our 
leaders will make sure that all new staff are inducted clearly into the school’s behaviour culture to ensure 
they understand its rules and routines and how best to support all pupils to participate in creating the 
culture of the school.  Our leaders will also consider any appropriate training which is required for staff, 
both at induction and at regular intervals to meet their duties and functions within this Behaviour Policy. 

In terms of staff and other adults, any person whose work brings them into contact with children including 
volunteers must follow the principles and guidance outlined in the school Code of Conduct for staff and 
other adults.  In addition to this Code of Conduct, all employees engaged to work under Teachers’ Terms 
and Conditions of Employment have a statutory obligation to adhere to the Teachers' Standards 2011 
(updated 2013 and 2021) which set out the expectation that all teachers manage behaviour effectively to 
ensure a good and safe educational environment and requires teachers to have a clear understanding of the 
needs of all pupils.  

Pupils deserve to learn in an environment that is calm, safe, supportive and where they are treated with 
dignity. To achieve this, every pupil should be made aware of the school behaviour standards, expectations, 
pastoral support, and consequence processes. Pupils may be asked about their experience of behaviour and 
given the opportunity to provide feedback on the school’s behaviour culture to help support the evaluation, 
improvement and implementation of the Behaviour Policy.  Where the behaviour of pupils is deteriorating 
or becoming problematic, as well as reinforcing our behaviour expectations at every opportunity, additional 
support will be made available.   

The procedures which support the school Behaviour Policy include measures to prevent all forms of 
bullying, harassment and intimidation among pupils. 

This Policy and procedures should be read in conjunction with the following school Policies and procedures:  

• Health and Safety Policy and procedures 

• Online Safety Policy and procedures 

• Child Protection Policy and procedures 

• Personal Social Health Education, Relationships and Sex Education Policy  

• Whistleblowing procedures (see Child protection Policy) 

• Equality Objectives 

• Special Educational Needs Policy/Information Report 

• Attendance Policy 

• Complaints procedure 

• Code of Conduct for Staff and other Adults 

• Risk Assessments (including Behaviour Management Plans) 

3. Ethos 

This policy weaves into the fabric of our school’s vision and values. 
‘Respect, responsibility, relationships and resilience’ are our core values at Heron Hill School. Our focus lies 
in providing opportunities for each and every child to learn and develop in order to become confident and 
independent learners and citizens. 
 
We want each and every child at Heron Hill School to: 

1. Feel happy and safe 

2. Respect and value themselves and others 

3. Build strong, positive relationships  

4. Grow into independent and responsible individuals 

5. Celebrate diversity in school, our community and beyond 

6. Succeed through challenging and inspirational learning 

7. Develop a lasting appetite for learning and to look forward to their future with confidence 

Through the promotion of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural (SMSC) development within the 
curriculum, we will positively promote fundamental British values.  To achieve this, we will: 

• enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem, and self-confidence; 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1040274/Teachers__Standards_Dec_2021.pdf
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• enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of England; 

• encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand how 
they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the school and to 
society more widely; 

• enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and services in 
England; 

• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling pupils to acquire an 
appreciation of and respect of their own and other cultures; 

• encourage respect for other people; and 

• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes, including 
respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 

We recognise that consistency is crucial in maintaining high standards of behaviour alongside a culture that 
celebrates success and is not based solely on sanctions.  To this end, the school is committed to promoting 
and rewarding good behaviour.  We are also committed to a united approach to managing behaviour in and 
out of school. 

The school will not tolerate bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying), 
harassment or intimidation of any description.  A complaint of bullying will always be taken seriously. 

4. Aims 

Statement of Principles: 
 
This policy reflects our commitment to ensuring our pupils develop excellent life skills and is: 
 

• To create a safe and caring environment. 

• Provide a safe and attractive environment where everyone feels welcome, happy, and secure; free 
from disruption, violence, bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory 
bullying) and any form of harassment; 

• To develop pupils’ self-discipline, full potential and independent learning 

• To promote personal, social and citizenship education in school and outside of school 

• To recognise, reward and focus on positive behaviour 

• To help teachers and other staff manage behaviour problems that can inhibit effective learning for all 
children, and to realise that we cannot always deal with problems by ourselves and that we have 
colleagues and other agencies who are willing to assist; 

• To provide a consistent framework for all children’s behaviour 

• To involve parents and gain parental support (throughout this policy, the word ‘parent’ includes 
parents and carers) 

• To enable the children to learn 

• To help young people to understand how behaviour affects others and the world around them; 

• To provide an effective environment for all children to learn 

• To raise children’s self-esteem through a positive reward system 

• To prevent bullying  
 

To achieve this, the school will: 

• make clear its expectations of high standards of behaviour and conduct through: regular class, key stage 
and whole school assemblies, School Council meetings and in published documents; 

• treat every member of the community as individuals and respect their rights, values and beliefs; 

• create a zero-tolerance environment against all instances of bullying or discrimination (both online and 
offline) based on race, gender, ability, or cultural differences; 

• provide positive examples for modelling behaviour; 

• promote good relationships and a sense of belonging to the community; 

• intervene early to challenge undesirable behaviour; 

• follow and apply consistently clear guidelines when responding to instances of unacceptable behaviour. 
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5. Communication 

Communicating the school Policy to all members of the community is an important way of building and 
maintaining the school’s culture. It helps make behaviour expectations transparent to all pupils, parents, 
and staff members, and provides reassurance that expectations of, and responses to, behaviour are 
consistent, fair, proportionate, and predictable. 

We will publish the school Behaviour Policy on the school website along with the Governors’ Statement of 
Behaviour Principles.   


