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HERON HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Pam Lawson and Alex Hildrew

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Lucy Middleton 

	Name of local music hub 
	Cumbria Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Fischy Music, Rock Steady, Various instrument tutors



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Music is taught in every year group across school, from Nursery to Y6. In EYFS and KS1, music is part of the weekly timetable of lessons and is largely taught by class teachers. In KS2, Music forms part of our PPA model and is currently taught by the curriculum leads, who are both music specialists. A quality, 60 minute lesson is provided fortnightly in KS2. 
Charanga is adapted to the needs of the school and forms the basis of our music provision. We work in liaison with local schools and partnerships to seek further PLD opportunities from experts in the field, to further develop and refine our music provision. Music at Heron Hill Primary fully aligns with the National Curriculum.
We have a growing collection of instruments for our pupils to play from xylophones to keyboards to a variety of drums. Pupils use instruments as well as their voices to perform as an ensemble or solo. 
You can find out more about our Music offer on the curriculum pages of our school website, or by following this link: Heron Hill Primary School - MUSIC


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Heron Hill Primary provides additional opportunities via our popular school choir, attended by children from years 3-6. We have aspirations to become involved with Young Voices, which provides a unique opportunity to perform as part of a choir of 3,000 children to an audience on a larger, arena scale. Choir is free for all children to join and they often perform in school as part of our Christmas festivities, at church for key religious festivals and also have strong local links with our community groups such as the local care home. Singing forms an important part of our collective worship and weekly whole-school assemblies.
Singing is also used as a tool to link learning across the curriculum and is also used to strengthen our partnership with Open Arms Academy in Kenya. We sing shared songs via online video links at various points in the school calendar.
The opportunity to perform is important to us at Heron Hill Primary so regular calendar events allow for musical performance, including: Harvest, Christmas events and productions, an annual music concert, Easter and Y6 end of year productions.
Specific instrument tuition for piano, brass and guitar is also available as a charged service. School has longstanding relationships with local musical tutors who host 20 minute weekly lessons for pupils signed up to this service. These children then showcase their learning at our annual music concert.
Rock Steady provide an opportunity for pupils to learn a musical instrument in school, including guitar, drums and keyboard. This is paid for by parents who wish for their child to have group tuition in a particular instrument. This is a very popular offer and culminates in a performance for parents each term, to demonstrate pupil’s skills, progress and enjoyment in music. 
Beyond the school day, many of our pupils engage with local organisation such as Razzmatazz, Stage Coach and Amabile Choir. School is kept well-informed of pupil’s achievements and successes in these clubs as parents share these for inclusion in the weekly Headteacher newsletter. 



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Heron Hill Primary School believes that live experiences cannot be beaten and are an important tool for children to engage further with music and performance. We ensure that all children are exposed to multiple musical genres and instruments during their time with us. 
Church performances enable all children from EYFS to Y6 to engage with collaborative singing, drama and performance. Choir concerts and performances within the local community also provide an opportunity for KS2 children to invest in singing and develop their skills in this area. Our annual school concert is fully inclusive and enables all children who are engaging with music via singing or musical instrument tuition to showcase their talent on the school stage. This is well-attended by parents, carers and wider family members too. 
Additional opportunities are planned into our school’s curriculum enrichment offer, including an annual pantomime for EYFS to Y2 in school, a midday concert by a string quartet at Kendal Town Hall for Y3, a theatre visit to Lancaster in Y3, live singing with our Kenyan partnership school in Y4, Eco-themed opportunities in Y4/5 and a local, live theatre opportunity in Y6.
Heron Hill also has excellent relationships with our local secondary schools which enables pupils in upper KS2 to watch their dress rehearsal performances and concerts free of charge. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	In future years, we are keen to develop more opportunities for children to perform and to see a wider range of professional musicians perform. We would also like to invest in the professional development of staff who have not taught music for some time due to the PPA model in KS2. 



Further information (optional)
	Fischy Music: Fischy
Sparkyard: sparkyard music 
Charanga: A world-leading, configurable music teaching and learning platform 
Rock Steady: Home - Rocksteady Music School
Cumbria Music Hub: Cumbria Music Hub – Inspiring children and young people to develop a love of music through participation in a range of musical experiences within and outside school. 
LA Music Service: Westmorland and Furness Music Service 
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